Surname 1

Name	
Course name
Instructor
Date
2) What is feminism? How did the movement begin? What achievements have feminists made? What gains remain to be made?
Feminism is an array of social and political movements aimed at achieving economic, social, and political equality for women. It is an economic, cultural and political movement geared towards achieving equal rights and legal protection for women (Mansbridge, 27). The women’s rights movement began in the mid-nineteenth century. The movement was fighting for women’s suffrage in the U.S.  They had a broad spectrum of goals at this period, but their leaders decided to first focus more on securing the women's vote. There were some disagreements over strategies and tactics among leaders on various issues (Andrews, 360). However, both the suffrage and women's rights movement gave political experience to women pioneers in Congress, which was a great move. 
 Despite the challenges the women faced, the women’s rights movement ensured that women were no longer in their earlier situation of wifeliness, housework, motherhood, isolation, etc. Women could equally contribute to the service like men. This was evident during World War II when more women were actively participating than ever before (Howard & Damon, 517). This showed that even though sex equality hadn’t been attained fully, but American women didn’t face isolation and discrimination. Other achievements of feminism in the 21st century include voting rights for women, creating jobs for women, empowering women, educating women, demanding abortion rights, owning property, equal pay for women, equal rights in marriage and maternity leave. However, these rights differ from society to society with the Western countries embracing them more than the third world countries. 
Feminist movements have a lot to achieve. A lot still needs to be done to achieve gender equity and equality.  Women still don’t have same legal rights as men, and almost all societies remain patriarchal. Male dominance is still evident today, despite the relentless effort by feminists. Women have to grapple with the problem of glass ceiling whereby men are preferred to women for top management jobs. Women are still regarded inferiors to men and are not accorded the same opportunities as men. Men are given top leadership roles like CEOs and Managing directors while women are given lower positions like clerks, nurses, caregivers and secretaries. They still struggle to get to political positions and depend on affirmative actions. The same case applies to the economic arena where men more economically advantaged than men. This means that feminist movements have a lot to do to achieve gender equality. 








8) Should prisoners be allowed to organize in prison? What do you think the role of the prison should be—rehabilitation or punishment? What are the pros and cons of each position?
No, prisoners shouldn't be allowed to organize strikes in prisons. The federal and state have established laws meant to manage and administer prisons and inmates' rights. Inmates are not entitled to full constitutional rights. However, in the United States, every inmate is protected by the Eighth Amendment's prohibition that is against unusual punishment and cruelty. According to the protection, inmates receive a minimum standard of living (Coyle & Fair, 510). Imprisonment denies a person basic rights but gives a reformation opportunity to produce a better person to the society.   
Prisons need to be rehabilitation centers. According to Quaker reform attempts, prisons were supposed to isolate society's wrongdoers to give them repentance and salvation opportunities (Howard and Damon, 526). Prisons are required to reform the behaviors of criminals to give rise to a better society. However, when the prisoners are subjected to hard labor and punishments, it triggers prison riots and strikes. According to Zinn, between 1950-1953, there were more than fifty major riots in American prisons (Howard and Damon, 527). This is a reflection of how violent and brutal prisoners become through prison punishments.
 	When prisons serve as rehabilitation centers, there will be fewer chances of offenders committing further crimes and reducing the costs of imprisonment to society. The rehabilitation of criminals would help support inmates to not commit such crimes again (Sarah, 98). Nevertheless, rehabilitation can't reform all criminals. Some criminals would repeat their evil doings. This makes punishment to be a solution to give justice to the wronged society.  
In conclusion, the essence of prisons is to help prisoners become better and productive people in society. It is a great dilemma whether they should be rehabilitated or punished. For criminals who are incriminated for the first time, rehabilitation can serve them well since they might choose to reform. However, those who repeat their criminal action severally should be subject to both rehabilitation and punishment as attempts to reform them.  
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